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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
COUNCIL  OFFICES, 

BAMBER  BRIDGE. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1972 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 


I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1972. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate,  the  population  of  the  District  at  mid- June 
1972  was  27,200,  in  increase  of  420  on  the  previous  year’s  estimate. 

The  number  of  births  assignable  to  the  District  was  532  (of  which  28  were  illegitimate). 
This  was  56  fewer  than  1971.  The  crude  birth  rate  was  19.6  (adjusted  16.7)  per  1,000  home  pop¬ 
ulation.  This  may  be  compared  with  the  country  as  a  whole  (14.8)  and  with  Lancashire  (15.5 
adjusted  15.6). 

The  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  for  the  year  was  249,  an  increase  of  29  on  the 
previous  year’s  figure.  The  crude  death  rate  was  9.2  (adjusted  12.7)  per  1,000  home  population.  The 
corresponding  rates  for  Lancashire  and  England  and  Wales  were  12.5  (adjusted  13.2)  and  12.1  res¬ 
pectively.  The  Registrar  General  again  provided  a  table  of  causes  of  death  in  the  various  age  groups 
and  this  is  reproduced  in  the  report.  It  can  be  seen  that  100  deaths  occurred  in  people  over  75  and 
a  further  71  in  people  aged  65-74.  These  groups  total  171  or  69.90  of  the  total  deaths. 

Analysing  the  table  of  causes  of  death  in  more  detail  reveals  the  following  figures.  Malignant 
disease  accounted  for  44  deaths  as  compared  with  50  in  1971.  Cancer  of  the  lung  was  responsible 
for  12  of  these  deaths  (nine  of  them  before  the  age  of  65).  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  heart  disease  at 
86  are  10  more  than  in  1971  and  those  for  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  at  72  are  four  more  than  the 
previous  year.  Twenty  of  these  occurred  before  the  age  of  65.  Cerebrovascular  disease  ( Strokes  ) 
caused  the  deaths  of  35  people  compared  with  32  in  1971.  Heart  disease.  Cancer  and  Cerebrovascular 
disease  accounted  for  69%  of  all  deaths.  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis  and  Ephysema  caused  the  deaths 
of  28  people,  three  of  whom  were  under  65.  According  to  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians’  report 
“Smoking  and  Health  Now”  at  least  90%  of  the  lung  cancer  deaths  (8  out  of  9),  75%  of  the  Chronic 
Bronchitis  deaths  (2  out  of  3),  and  25%  of  the  deaths  from  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  (5  out  of  20) 
occurring  before  the  age  of  65  can  be  attributed  to  cigarette  smoking.  So  around  15  people  died 
from  cigarette  smoking  in  the  district  in  1972.  This  figure  compares  with  5  fatal  motor  vehicle  acci¬ 
dents  and  9  other  fatal  accidents.  The  deaths  from  smoking,,  at  least,  are  preventable.  It  has  been 
shown  that  within  10-15  years  of  stopping  smoking  an  ex-smoker’s  life  expectancy  returns  to  that  of 
a  person  who  has  never  smoked.  There  was  one  suicide,  one  person  died  from  non-respiratory  tub¬ 
erculosis.  There  were  no  deaths  from  childbirth  or  abortion. 
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The  number  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  who  died  in  1972  was  eight,  compared  with  ten 
in  1971,  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  15.1  per  1 000  live  births,  compared  with  18.1  for  Lancashire 
and  17.2  for  England  and  Wales. 

175  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  1972  compared  with  193  in  1971.  There 
were  two  cases  of  tuberculosis  compared  with  6  in  1971.  There  were  146  cases  of  measles  compared 
with  only  17  in  1971.  Too  few  babies  are  being  vaccinated  against  Measles  to  keep  the  immunity 
of  the  general  population  above  the  level  at  which  outbreaks  would  not  occur  and  the  outbreak  of 
measles  I  predicted  in  last  year’s  report  occurred.  It  seems  that  we  shall  continue  to  have  outbreaks 
in  alternate  years,  although  they  will  be  on  a  smaller  scale  than  in  the  years  before  vaccination 
was  introduced. 

The  figures  for  Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough  immunisation  are  disturbing,  only 
a  small  fall  being  needed  for  them  to  drop  below  the  level  where  the  community  is  protected.  Diph¬ 
theria  Bacilli  are  still  present  in  small  numbers  in  the  community  and  the  disease  still  occurs  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  in  unimmunised  children. 

As  in  previous  years  a  large  proportion  of  the  time  of  the  staff  of  the  Department  has  been 
spent  on  food  hygiene,  particularly  with  meat  inspection  at  the  large  private  abattoir  in  the  District 
and  with  milk  sampling.  Details  of  sampling  for  food  poisoning  organisms  can  be  found  in  the  body 
of  the  report. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Dysentery  at  the  Day  Nursery.  Infected  children  were  excluded, 
but  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  close  the  premises. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Salmonella  Typhimurium  infection  in  a  large  retail 
kennels  in  the  area.  The  Public  Health  department  was  extensively  involved  in  co-operation  with  the 
Veterinary  Surgeon  concerned  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  Enquiries  were  made,  but  no  hu¬ 
man  infection  with  the  relevant  organism,  which  was  a  previously  unknown  type,,  was  discovered. 
Although  it  was  agreed  that  there  was  a  hazard  to  human  health  there  was  at  the  material  time  no 
way  in  which  the  premises  could  be  closed.  There  was  a  considerable  amount  of  local  and  national 
publicity  and  later  in  the  year  the  firm  closed  down  partly  because  of  the  consequent  reduction  in 
business. 

In  June  the  department  was  informed  of  an  “ingress  of  water  of  a  doubtful  quality  into  the 
Thirlmere  aqueduct”  and  that  samples  from  two  points  in  the  District  were  unsatisfactory.  Investi¬ 
gation  along  the  line  of  the  aqueduct  were  carried  out  by  the  Water  Authorities  and  the  amount  of 
chlorine  increased.  There  were  no  apparent  cases  of  human  disease  following  this  incident. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  Mr.  Corbishley  and  his  staff  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation  at  all 
times.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  officers  of  other  departments  and  their  staff  for  ready  help 
when  required. 

The  National  Health  Service  and  Local  Government  are  likely  to  be  re-organised  before  the 
next  annual  report  can  be  completed  (many  of  the  statistics  in  the  report  are  not  available  before 
the  end  of  March  each  year).  The  medical  advice  needed  by  the  new  Local  Government  districts 
will  be  obtained  from  Medical  Officers  who  are  not  employed  directly  by  those  districts.  I  for  one 
will  be  sorry  indeed  to  end  what  has  been  a  long  and  happy  association  both  with  members  of  the 
local  authorities  and  with  their  staffs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WALKER, 


Medioal  Officer  of  Health. 


5 


Physical  Characteristics  of  the  Area 

The  shape  of  the  district  is  roughly  that  of  a  quadrangle  with  the  longer  sides  from  East  to 
West  of  4-  miles  and  the  shorter  North  to  South  of  3  miles.  There  is  a  pronounced  slope  in  the  area 
from  South  East  to  North  West,  falling  from  300  feet  above  sea  level  to  20  feet  above  mean  sea  level. 

Part  of  the  northern  boundary  of  the  district  is  formed  by  the  River  Ribble  for  a  distance  of 
some  two  miles,  and  it  is  tidal  in  almost  all  that  stretch.  The  River  Darwen  flows  through  a  valley 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  area  and  joins  the  Ribble  towards  the  north  western  boundary  of  the 
district. 

Geologically  the  area  is  based  on  Triassic  Sandstone  upon  which  are  placed  a  layer  of  lower 
boulder  clay,  a  layer  of  drift  sand  and  finally  a  layer  of  upper  boulder  clay.  The  rock  base  forms  an 
inclined  plane  which  dips  downwards  from  the  East  towards  the  sea.  Outcrops  of  this  rock  are 
found  in  the  beds  of  the  rivers  Ribble  and  Darwen.  In  the  boulder  clay  layers  stones  of  varying  sizes 
are  found.  Most  of  these  are  of  Lakeland  origin  brought  down  by  the  movement  of  ice  or  by  its 
mp.ltine.  In  the  Drift  Sand  layer  there  are  deposits  of  gravel.  Usually  the  layers  of  Glacial  Drift  fill 
the  valleys,  the  hill  tops  being  free  of  drift. 

The  thickness  of  the  layers  varies  considerably  in  different  parts  of  the  district,  and  the  three 
layers  may  reach  100  feet,  but  in  most  parts  of  the  district  the  Upper  Boulder  layer  approximates 
10  feet,  the  Drift  Sand  9  feet  and  the  Lower  Boulder  layer  from  2  feet  upwards. 

The  two  rivers  form  a  flat  tongue  of  land  near  their  junction  and  the  alluvial  deposits  provide 
a  rich  soil  which  is  utilised  for  market  gardening. 


Social  Conditions  and  Amenities  of  the  Area 

The  main  portions  of  the  district  are  closely  associated  with  industry,  but  part  is  entirely 
residential.  The  chief  industries  are  textiles,  engineering,  corn  milling,  market  gardening  and  dairy 
farming. 

There  are  thirteen  churches  in  the  area,  a  number  have  attached  Sunday  Schools  covering 
the  various  aspects  of  religion.  Many  church  halls  are  associated  with  these  churches  where  in  the 
winter  months,  social  functions  are  held. 

The  clubs  in  the  district  are  political,  religious  and  non-sectarian;  some  are  connected  with 
sport.  Games  such  as  billiards,  snooker,  darts,  dominoes,  etc.,  are  played  in  the  clubs.  Additionally, 
a  tennis  club,  a  table  tennis  club,  and  a  cricket  club  are  sited  in  the  district. 

The  district  is  fortunate  in  having  a  number  of  playing  fields,  some  of  which  are  owned  and 
controlled  by  the  Local  Authority  and  others  by  the  sports  organisations  from  churches  and  clubs. 
Good  use  is  made  of  these  for  the  usual  seasonal  sports.  Some  of  the  playing  fields  are  now  equipped 
with  a  children’s  play  section. 

The  local  Archeological  Society  has  made  excavations,  particularly  in  the  area  close  to  the 
junction  of  the  Rivers  Darwen  and  Ribble,  where  it  is  considered  that  there  was,  in  the  period  of 
Roman  occupation,  a  landing  place  for  Roman  shipping.  The  existence  of  a  fort  is  suspected.  Its 
boundaries  have  not  been  fully  traced.  Many  interesting  relics,  pottery,  metals,  portions  of  urns,  etc., 
have  been  found  there  and  are  now  displayed. 


Statistics  of  the  Area 


Area  in  Acres  (census  1971)  ....  ....  ....  . 

Population  (census  1971)  as  published  by  Registrar  General 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  mid-1972 

Number  of  houses  (census  1961)  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31st  December,  1972) 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1972)  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (31st  March,  1972) 
Number  of  Properties  in  district  (31st  December,  1972)  .... 
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Vital  Statistics 

The  statistics  in  regard  to  births  and  deaths  have  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
through  the  County  Health  Department.  The  number  of  deaths  allocated  are  those  registered  during 
the  year  as  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers.  The  number  of  births  and  stillbirths  relate 
io  occurrences  in  the  year  and  are  similarly  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1972  IN  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WALTON-LE-DALE 


4  Weeks 

Total  Under  and 

all  4  under  Age  in  years 

Cause  of  death  Sex  ages  weeks  1  year - 

1-  5-  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75&over 


B6(2)  Other  tuberculosis 

B18  Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

B19(3)  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

B19(4)  Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

B19(6)  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 
bronchus 

B19(7)  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

B19(8)  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
B19(9)  Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 
B1 9(1 1)  Other  malignant  neoplasms 

B21  Diabetes  mellitus 

B46(l)  Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 

B24  Meningitis 

B46(5)  Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

B26  Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

B27  Hypertensive  disease 

B28  Ischaemic  heart  disease 

B29  Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

B30  Cerebrovascular  disease 

B46(6)  Other  diseases  of  circulatory 
system 

B32  Pneumonia 

B33(l)  Bronchitis  and  emphysema 
B33(2)  Asthma 

B46(7)  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

B34  Peptic  ulcer 

B37  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

B46(8)  Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

B38  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

B46(ll)  Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal 
system 

B42  Congenital  anomalies 
B43  Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 
B44  Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 
BE47  Motor  vehicle  accidents 
BE48  All  other  accidents 
BE49  Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 
TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 
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F 

4 

F 
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M 
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F 

— 

M 

— 

F 

1 

M 

— 

F 

1 

M 

— 

F 

1 

M 

1 

F 

3 

M 

— 

F 

3 

M 

41 

F 

31 

M 

3 

F 

4 

M 

9 

F 

26 

M 

4 

F 

9 

M 

7 

F 

7 

M 

11 

F 

3 

M 

- — 

F 

1 

M 

2 

F 

1 

M 

3 

F 

— 

M 

1 

F 

— 

M 

2 

F 

2 

M 

1 

F 

— 

M 

1 

F 

— 

M 

— 

F 

5 

M 

• — 

F 

1 

M 

1 

F 

1 

M 

4 

F 

1 

M 

5 

F 

4 

M 

F 

1 

M 

127 

F 

122 
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1 

3  2 
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—  —  1  —  1 
117  2  — 


—  211  — 

—  —12  — 

—  —  —22 

1—331 
—  1111 


1  —  — 
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-  —  1 

2  1 


—  —  —  4  11  13 

—  —  —239 

—  —  —  —  1  1 


—  1  1 

—  1  — 
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1  5 

1  2 

3 

4 

1  1 

2  7 
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—  —  —  1  —  1 
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13 

17 
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4 
2 

18 
1 
6 
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5 
2 
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3  —  1  —  —  —  —  1  —  —  — 

—  —  —  1  1  1  —  —  1  —  — 
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—  1  ________  12 
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TABLE  OF  COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


PER  i,ooo  ESTIMATED  POPULATION 

Maternal 

1TIJ  iAfll  LIC 

Mortality 

Mortality 

BIRTH  RATE 

DEATH  RATE 

Pul.  T.B. 

Cancer 

rate  per 

rate  pt  r 

Death  rate 

Death  rate 

1,000 

I,OOC 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Total  births 

Live  births 

Walton-Ie-Dale 

Mean  of  5  years  1965/9 

2404 

2106 

9-46 

12-16 

0-02 

1*65 

0-35 

16-86 

1969 

21-90 

19-70 

9-60 

11-70 

0-04 

1-57 

nil 

21-00 

1970 

23.20 

20.90 

9.40 

11.60 

nil 

1.56 

nil 

13.00 

1971 

22-00 

19*80 

8-30 

10-20 

nil 

1-76 

nil 

17-00 

1972 

I960 

16-70 

9-20 

12-70 

nil 

I'll 

nil 

15*06 

Increase  or  decrease 

in  1972  compared  to: 

5  year  mean 

—4-44 

—4-36 

—0-24 

+0-54 

—0-02 

+0-12 

—0-35 

—1-86 

previous  year 

—2-40 

—3-10 

+0.90 

+2-50 

nil 

+0-01 

nil 

—2-00 

County  of  Lancaster 

1972 

15-40 

15-65 

12-55 

13-18 

0-018 

2-28 

0*18 

18*10 

England  and  Wales 

1972 

14-80 

12-10 

0-02 

2-43 

015 

17-20 

Table  of  Decades 


MEAN  RATES 

Per  1,000  Population 

Enteric  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Period 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Pul,  T.B. 
Death 
Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Deaths 

from 

Diarrhoea 

Ten  Years 
1891-1900 

30-8 

18.9 

1  -25 

188 

133 

27 

46 

16 

211 

15 

122 

1901-1910 

26-3 

14-7 

0-95 

128 

116 

21 

98 

15 

291 

16 

58 

1911-1920 

18-7 

13-7 

0-91 

107 

54 

5 

166 

16 

565 

11 

46 

1921-1930 

16-0 

12-0 

0-72 

64 

7 

0 

66 

5 

310 

0 

11 

1931-1940 

14-0 

12-7 

0-44 

56 

5 

2 

47 

3 

414 

0 

5 

1941-1950 

16*5 

12-3 

0-33 

42 

0 

0 

27 

1 

280 

0 

9 

1951-1960 

16*4 

11*7 

0-09 

23 

0 

0 

0 

0 

514 

0 

11 

1961-1970 

24-2 

9-8 

0.02 

20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

220 

0 

17 

Death  and  Death  Rates 

Deaths  registered  during  the  year  totalled  249  compared  with  221  in  the  previous  year.  The 
death  rate  is  9.20  compared  with  12.1  for  England  and  Wales. 


Infant  Mortality 

Eight  cases  of  death  in  infants  before  their  first  birthday  has  given  an  infant  mortality  of 
15.00  compared  with  17.00  in  the  previous  year. 

Details  of  these  deaths  are  tabled  below. 


Age 

Sex 

Cause  of  death 

1  hour 

F. 

Microcephaly 

1  hour 

M. 

Asphyxia 

7  hours 

F. 

Premature 

9 


1  day 

F. 

Premature 

1  week 

F. 

Spina  Bifida 

2  weeks 

F. 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

3  months 

F. 

Hydrocephalus 

4  months 

F. 

Asphyxia 

Neo-Natal,  Early  Neo-Natal  and  Perinatal  Mortality  Rates 

Separate  detailed  figures  are  provided  for  deaths  in  early  infancy.  Neo-Natal  figures  relate  to 
deaths  within  4  weeks  of  birth.  Early  Neo-Natal  deaths  within  1  week  of  birth  and  the  Perinatal 
mortality  is  the  early  Neo-Natal  and  stillbirths  combined. 

Neo-Natal  deaths,  per  1,000  live  births  .  11 

Early  Neo-Natal  deaths,  per  1,000  live  births  .  8 

Perinatal  deaths,  per  1,000  total  births  .  22 

(Corresponding  national  rates  are  12,  10  and  22) 


Maternal  Mortality 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  once  again  there  were  no  maternal  deaths  associated  with 
childbirth. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

(1)  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1972 


NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASE 

TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 

Total 
cases 
at  all 
ages 

AGE  PL 

mops— YEARS 

Total 

deaths 

0- 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25  and 
over 

Age 

un¬ 

known 

Measles  (excluding 
rubella) 

Dysentery 

Scarlet  fever 

Diphtheria 

Acute  meningitis 

Acute  poliomyelitis — 
paralytic 

non-paralytic  . . 

146 

7 

16 

4 

14 

10 

2 

3 

19 

1 

16 

2 

2 

81 

1 

10 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  encephalitis — 
Infective 

Post-infectious 

Leptospirosis 

Paratyphoid  fever 
Typhoid  fever 

Food  poisoning. . 

0- 

5- 

15- 

45- 

65  and 
over 

Age 

unknown 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 


Total 

Cases  All 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

Age 

Total 

Ages 

unknown 

Deaths 

Tetanus 

Infective  jaundice 
Tuberculosis — 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Respiratory 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 
Other  . . 

2 

1 

1 

Whooping  cough 

Smallpox 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Anthrax 

Yellow  fever 

Others  (specify) 

1  1  INI 

.  . 

No.  of  cases  of  fatal  tuberculosis  not  notified  before  death 

..  1 

TOTAL 


0 


Tuberculosis 

During  the  year  2  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified  to  the  Department.  These  consisted 
of: — 


Pulmonary: — 

New  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

T ransfers  In  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■*” 

Non -Pulmonary: — 

New  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - — 

Transfers  In  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - 

Removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year  were: — 

Pulmonary .  1 

Non-Pulmonary  .  — 

On  Register  at  end  of  1972: — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Combined  Cases 
35  1  — 


Dysentery  and  Food  Poisoning 

During  the  year  385  faeces  specimens  were  examined  from  144  people.  46  people  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  a  notifiable  disease.  33  suffered  from  Sonne  Dysentery  and  2  from  a  Salmonella 
infection.  1 1  infected  people  resided  in  other  Local  Authority  areas,  and  their  cases  were  referred 
to  the  Health  Department  in  the  area  of  residence.  Medical  Practitioners  notified  7  cases  of  Sh. 
Sonnei  and  1  case  of  Salmonella. 
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Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  have  been  reported  during  the  year. 

Measles 

146  cases  of  measles  have  been  reported  compared  with  17  cases  in  the  previous  year. 


Whooping  Cough 

No  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever 

16  cases  have  been  reported  compared  with  43  cases  in  the  previous  year. 


Infective  Jaundice 

3  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  year  compared  with  85  in  the  previous  year.  All  the 
cases  have  been  investigated  and  nothing  significant  has  been  ascertained  from  the  reports. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

County  Council  Services  in  the  Area 

(Services  marked  *  are  administered  by  the  Social  Services  Department) 

Ambulance  Service 

The  ambulance  service  covering  the  area  of  the  Urban  District  is  radio-controlled  from  the 
Ambulance  Headquarters  at  Broughton,  where  requests  for  ambulance  transport  are  directed. 


Child  Health  Clinics 

There  are  three  in  the  district,  one  at  the  School  Clinic,  Brindle  Road,  one  in  Lourdes 
Avenue,  Lostock  Hall,  and  one  at  Gregson  Lane.  The  Brindle  Road  Clinic  met  weekly  on  Thurs¬ 
day  afternoons  with  a  Health  Visitor  session  each  Tuesday  afternoon  and  Thursday  morning,  the 
Lostock  Hall  Clinic  weekly  on  Monday  afternoons,  and  the  Gregson  Lane  Clinic  on  alternate 
Wednesdays  during  the  afternoon. 


Cervical  Cytology 

Facilities  for  the  early  ascertainment  of  cervical  cancer  are  available  for  mature  women,  by 
appointment,  at  the  School  Clinic,  Brindle  Road. 


(*  These  services  are  administered  by  the  Social  Services  Department.  The  others  are  administered 
by  Health  Division  4,  East  Cliff,  Preston.) 
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*Home  Help  Service 

Home  Helps  are  employed  in  Walton-le-Dale  and  district,  and  help  a  variety  of  cases 
including  confinements,  sickness,  old  age  and  infirmity,  and  Tuberculosis  cases.  Night  helps  are 
also  employed  where  needed. 

School  Medical  Service 

Medical  and  hygiene  inspections  are  carried  out  at  the  School  Clinic,  Brindle  Road,  Bamber 
Bridge,  Clinic  sessions  are  held  for  a  variety  of  treatments  including  minor  ailments,  dental  care 
and  ophthalmic  conditions.  The  County  Council  make  special  provisions  for  residential  schooling 
for  various  categories  of  handicapped  children  such  as  the  blind,  partially  sighted,  deaf  and  dumb, 
epileptics,  delicate  and  backward. 

^Convalescent  Care 

In  suitable  cases  arrangements  are  made  for  the  admission  of  patients  to  convalescent 

homes. 


Chiropody  Service 

A  free  chiropody  service  for  elderly  people,  expectant  mothers  and  registered  handicapped 
persons  is  available  at  the  School  Clinic,  Brindle  Road,  on  the  second  Wednesday  afternoon  each 
month,  and  also  at  local  Chiropodists’  Surgeries. 

Where  persons  are  unable  to  attend  the  Clinic  or  surgeries  a  domiciliary  service  is  available 


*Mental  Health  Services 

There  are  two  hostels  Maplewood  House  in  Ash  Grove,  Bamber  Bridge  for  mentally  handi¬ 
capped  children  and  Priding  House  in  Co-operative  Street  for  adults.  Adjacent  to  the  latter  there  is 
Bymbrig  Adult  Training  Centre.  The  recently  built  Coppice  Junior  Training  Centre  is  now  a  special 
school  under  the  County  Education  Department.  Although  these  premises  are  situated  in  Bamber 
Bridge  the  facilities  provided  are  not  confined  to  Walton-le-Dale. 


*Day  Nursery 

The  Day  Nursery  in  Cottage  Lane  provides  day  accommodation  for  50  children  under  the 
age  of  5  years. 


Health  Visitors 

A  staff  of  Health  Visitors  are  based  at  the  School  Clinic,  Brindle  Road,  Bamber  Bridge. 
Telephone  No.  Preston  35171. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service 

Four  domiciliary  midwifery  sisters  are  employed  in  the  Urban  District. 

Miss  M.  Gould,  33  Wellington  Place,  Walton-le-Dale.  Tel.  35518. 

Miss  H.  Gibson,  8  Cedar  Avenue,  Lostock  Hall.  Tel.  37020. 

Mrs.  M.  Gibson,  2  Broadway,  Leyland.  Tel.  Leyland  21507. 

Mrs.  A.  Hyde,  68  Todd  Lane  North,  Lostock  Hall.  Tel.  Preston  37709. 
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Domiciliary  Nursing  Service 

The  Domiciliary  Nursing  Service  is  provided  in  the  area  by  five  district  nursing  sisters,  two 
district  nurses  and  two  nursing  auxiliaries. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Arnold,  4  Lyndale  Avenue,  Lostock  Hall.  Tel.  35929. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Hunter,  11  Silverdale  Close,  Leyland.  Tel.  Leyland  22824. 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Matheson,  18  Cypress  Grove,  Lostock  Hall.  Td.  38815. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Vincent,  25  Aldersleigh  Crescent,  Hoghton.  Tel.  Hoghton  827. 

Mrs.  A.  Smith,  82  Laburnum  Avenue,  Lostock  Hall.  Tel.  35812. 

Miss  P.  Redman,  12  Viaduct  Road,  Hoghton.  (District  Nurse).  Tel.  Blackburn  22349. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Urwin,  9  King  Street,  Lostock  Hall.  Tel.  37201  (District  Nurse). 

Mrs.  T.  Longton,  6  Queensway,  Bamber  Bridge.  (Nursing  Auxiliary). 

Mrs.  P.  Bennett,  17  Fairfield  Street,  Lostock  Hall.  (Nursing  Auxiliary). 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Sessions  are  held  weekly  at  the  School  Clinic,  Brindle  Road  when  County  Council  midwifery 
and  sisters  are  in  attendance. 

*Welfare  Services 

Residential  homes  are  provided  to  accommodate  elderly  and  infirm  persons  who  no  longer 
have  anyone  to  adequately  care  for  them  or  who  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves.  Arrangements 
can  also  be  made  for  elderly  persons  to  be  admitted  to  a  home  for  a  short  period  (usually  two 
weeks)  to  enable  relatives  to  have  a  respite  or  take  a  holiday. 

Handicapped  persons  can  be  helped  in  many  ways  by  minor  adaptations  in  their  homes,  or 
by  instruction  in  handicrafts  etc.,  by  an  Occupational  Therapist.  A  Social  and  Handicraft  Centre 
is  held  each  Monday  evening  in  Leyland,  and  an  Out-Work  Centre  is  held  during  the  week  in 
Fulwood,  and  woodwork  and  sewing  classes  are  held  in  Bamber  Bridge  on  Tuesday  evenings. 
Transport  to  these  centres  is  provided  for  those  who  are  unable  to  travel  themselves. 

Holidays  are  also  arranged  for  handicapped  persons. 

Hospitals 

The  hospitals  administered  by  the  Preston  and  Chorley  Hospitals  Management  Committee 
were  available  for  patients  from  this  district.  They  were  : — 

(1)  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

(2)  Sharoe  Green  Hospital. 

(3)  Chorley  and  District  Hospital. 

(4)  Eaves  Lane  Hospital,  Chorley. 

There  were  annexes,  belonging  to  this  group  of  hospitals  for  Continuation,  Convalescent,  or 
Specialised  treatment.  One  of  these,  Lostock  Hall  Continuation  Hospital,  is  situated  in  this  district. 

All  the  hospitals  were  extensively  used,  for  out-patient  as  well  as  in-patient  treatment,  by 
persons  from  this  area,  though  the  extent  of  this  u  se  was  not  known,  as  figures  of  attendances  or  lists 
of  diseases  were  not  available  nor  supplied  by  the  hospitals.  It  would,  therefore,  be  impossible  to 
give  even  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  amount  of  illness  or  disability  for  which  these  hospitals 
cater. 

Sufferers  from  Malignant  Diseases  received  specialised  treatment  at  the  special  unit  at  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  staffed  by  personnel  from  the  Christie  Hospital.  Manchester. 

Venereal  Diseases  were  treated  at  a  specialised  clinic  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 
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Immunisations 


PRIMARY 

RE-INFORCEMEIS  TS 

Immunised 

against 

Diphtheria 

Immunised 

against 

Whooping 

Cough 

Immunised 

against 

Tetanus 

Measles 

Rubella 

Totals 

Immunised 

against 

Diphtheria 

Immunised 

against 

Whooping 

Cough 

Immunised 

against 

Tetanus 

Totals 

0-1 5  years 
inclusive 

0-15  years 
inclusive 

0-15  years 
inclusive 

0-15  years 
inclusive 

0-15  years 
inclusive 

0-15  years 
inclusive 

424 

405 

429 

307 

69 

1,634 

431 

9 

436 

876 

Re-vaccination  is  not  necessary  for  Measles  or  Rubella. 

Smallpox  Vaccination 


Primary  l 

Vaccinations 
Age  in  years 

performed 

• 

Re-inforcements 

Under  2 

2— 

5—15 

Total 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox  vaccination  is  no  longer  carried  out  as  a  routine  measure. 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 


Age  Primary  Vaccinations  Reinforcements 


(0-15  years  inclusive)  447 


431 


Tuberculosis 

The  County  Council  supply  the  Health  Visitor  Staff,  whilst  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
supply  the  Medical  Staff.  The  Chest  Clinic  for  this  area  is  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  Fulwood. 

Inspections,  examinations,  X-ray,  light  treatment,  and  general  medical  treatment  were  given 
at  the  Clinic. 


Housing 
(a)  Statistics 


(1)  Number  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year: 

(i)  By  the  local  authority 

Houses 

Flats 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities 

— 

— 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . . 

179 

— 

(2)  Total  No.  of  dwellings  owned  by  any  local  authority,  existing  in  district  at  end  of  year 


812 


15 


Housing  Statistics — continued 


(3)  Inspections  of  dwellings  during  the  year: 

(i)  (a)  Total  No.  of  dwellings  inspected  formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . 

(b)  No.  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal,  made  for  the  purpose 

(c)  No.  of  dwellings  in  (a)  above  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  . . 

(ii)  Total  No.  of  dwellings  existing  at  end  of  year,  occupied  or  not,  which  were  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit  and  in  respect  of  which 

(a)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders  have  been  made  (at  any  time) 

(b)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders  have  not  yet  been  made 


520 

650 

245 

68 


(4)  Houses  Demolished: — 

In  or  Adjoining  Clearance  Areas: 

(i)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(ii)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad  arrangement,  etc. 

(iii)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  S.  43(2),  Housing  Act,  1957  . . 
Not  in  or  Adjoining  Clearance  Areas: — 

(iv)  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure  under  S.  16  or  S.  17(1) 

Housing  Act,  1957  . 

(v)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified  unfit  by  the  Medical 
Officer  Health 

(vi)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where  action  has  been  taken 
under  local  Acts 

(vii)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness  Orders 


Number 


Displaced  during  year 
from  houses  to  be 
demolished  or  closed 


Persons 

\ . - . 

Families 

J 

> . 

J 

(5)  Unfit  Houses  Closed : — 

(i)  Under  S.  16(4),  S.  17(1)  and  S.  35(1),  Housing  Act,  1957,  and 
S.  26,  Housing  Act,  1961 

(ii)  Under  S.  17(3)  and  S.  26,  Housing  Act,  1957 

(iii)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  S.  18,  Housing  Act,  1957 


(6)  Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit : — 

(i)  By  owner  after  informal  action  by  local  authority 

(ii)  After  formal  notice  under  S.  9  and  S.  16,  Housing  Act,  1957 — (a)  by  owner 

(b)  by  local  authority 

(iii)  After  formal  notice  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(iv)  After  modification  or  revocation  of  a  clearance  order  under  S.  24,  Housing  Act,  1961 

(v)  After  determination  of  a  demolition  order  under  S.  24,  Housing  Act,  1957 


Number 


210 


(7)  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use  (Housing  Act,  1957): — 

Position  at  end  of  year : — 

(i)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation — 

(a)  Under  Section  48 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 

(c)  Under  Section  46 

(ii)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under  Section  34  or  Section  53 


No.  of 
Houses  (1) 


No.  of 
separate 
dwellings 
contained  in 
column  (1)  (2) 


(8)  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement : — 

Houses  in  clearance  areas  other  than  those  included  in  confirmed  orders  or  com¬ 
pulsory  purchase  orders  . .  . . 


No.  of 
Houses 
0) 


No.  of 
occupants  of 
houses  in 
column  (1)  (2) 


(9)  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958,  and  Housing  Act,  1969 — 
Improvement  grants,  etc. : — 


Action  during  year : — 

(i)  Submitted  by  private  individuals  to  local  authority 

(ii)  Approved  by  local  authority 

(iii)  Submitted  by  local  authority  to  Ministry 

(iv)  Finally  approved  by  Ministry 

(v)  Work  completed 

(vi)  Additional  separate  dwellings  included  in  (v)  above 


No.  of  dwelling  houses  or  other 
buildings  affected  in  schemes  of 


Owner 

occupied 

Others 

Local 

Authority 

34 

_ 

_ 

23 

2 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Q 

9 

— 

y 

7 

— 

— 

— 

(vii)  Any  other  action  taken  under  the  Acts,  e.g.,  General  Improvement  Areas  (give  brief  particulars) 

Two  areas  under  active  consideration- 


V 
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(10)  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  and  Housing  Acts,  1961,  1964  and  1969- 
Standard  Grants: — 

Action  during  year: — 

(i)  Applications  submitted  to  local  authority  for  improvement  to 

(a)  full  standard 

(b)  reduced  standard 

(ii)  Total  applications  approved  by  local  authority  for  improvement  to 

(a)  full  standard 

(b)  reduced  standard 

(iii)  Work  completed 


No.  of  dwellings  or 


(iv)  Particulars  of  any  action  taken  relating  to  compulsory  improvement  of  dwellings :  None. 


other  buildings  affected 

Owner 

occupied 

Others 

50 

8 

48 

6 

50 

— 

;s:  None. 

No.  of  dwellings  or 
other  buildings  affected 

Owner 

occupied 

Others 

— 

— 

(11)  Housing  Act,  1969 — Special  Grants: — 

Action  during  year : — 

(i)  Applications  submitted  to  local  authority  for  special  grant 

(ii)  Applications  approved  by  local  authority  for  improvement#by  special  grant 

(iii)  Work  completed 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 


The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  in  this  area.  Samples  were  taken  by  an 
Assistant  County  Public  Health  Officer. 


I  give  below  details  of  the  samples,  provided  by  the  County  Analyst. 


A  total  of  136  samples  was  obtained  comprising  102  milks  and  34  others  as  follows: — 


1  Pig  Liver 
3  Oranges 

1  Baby  Food,  canned 
1  Apples,  raw 
1  Pears,  raw 

1  Low  Calorie  Lemon  Drink 
(to  be  diluted) 

1  Tuna,  canned 
1  Potatoes,  canned 
1  Standard  Eggs 
1  Beef  Paste 

1  White  Petroleum  Jelly  B.P. 

2  Boiled  Beetroot 
1  Ice  Cream 

1  Sultana  Malt  Loaf 
1  Corned  Beef,  canned 
1  Low  Fat  Spread 


1  Milk  Condensed  Full  Cream, 
unsweetened 

1  Baked  Beans  and  Bacon,  canned 
1  Bottled  Cocktails  in  vinegar 
1  Cheese  Spread 
1  Butter 
1  Fish  Fingers 
1  Red  Salmon 

1  Irish  Stew  ready  meal,  canned 
1  Creamed  Sago,  canned 
1  Toffee  Lollipop 

1  Phenoxymethyl  Penicillin  Capsules 
1  Tonic  Wine 

1  Diabetic  Pineapple  Segments,  canned 
1  Chicken  Chop-Suey 
1  Part  Sliced  Loaf 
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I  give  below  those  samples  on  which  the  County  Analyst  gave  adverse  reports: — 


Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Action  Taken 

Orange 

Surface  bore  a  quantity  of  material  of  the  nature 
of  Shellac  approximating  to  0.1  gm.  on  the  surface 
of  the  orange. 

Complainant  informed. 

Informal  Milk 

Freezing  point  indicates  0.6%  extraneous  water. 

Dairy  notified,  further 
sample. 

Boiled  Beetroot 

Slightly  undercooked  and  contained  0.182%  of 
saccharin — together  these  did  produce  an  unusual 
taste. 

Complainant  informed. 

Packer  interviewed  and  the 

Boiled  Beetroot 

Contained  acetic  acid  and  saccharin  and  therefore 
consisted  of  pickled  beetroots  which  should  be 
labelled  as  such,  complete  with  a  list  of  ingred¬ 
ients.  Should  also  bear  the  name  and  address  of 
packer. 

1953  Labelling  Order 
brought  to  his  attention. 

Complainant  and 

Ice  Cream 

Contained  a  resin-bonded  wood  fibre  measuring 
4  mm.  x  3  mm.  x  1  mm.  and  weighing  2  mgms. 

producer  informed. 
Complainant  informed. 

Toffee  Lollipop 

Contained  a  vegetable  bristle  resembling  Coir 
fibre  measuring  20.5  cms.  x  approximately  0.65 
mms.  and  weighing  8  mgms. 

manufacturer  cautioned. 

Bakery  cautioned, 

Part  Sliced  Loaf 

Contained  a  pellet  of  unrisen  dough  stained  with 
carbonised  wheat  starch  and  half  a  milligram  of 
iron. 

complainant  informed. 

• 

Milk  and  Milk  Production 

1 3  Samples  of  raw  milk  have  been  examined  for  keeping  quality  and  one  was  unsatisfactory. 
13  Samples  examined  for  Tuberculosis  and  Brucellosis  were  all  negative. 

23  Samples  of  heat  treated  milk  examined  for  effective  heat  treatment  and  keeping  quality 
were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

49  Samples  of  pasteurised  cream  have  been  examined  and  three  were  found  to  be  unsatis¬ 
factory  for  keeping  quality.  A  thorough  investigation  into  cream  production  is  being  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  This  study  will  continue  for  a  number  of  months,  when 
a  re-appraisal  of  the  situation  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme 

The  scheme  was  modified  during  the  year  and  is  now  confined  to  those  children  under  seven 
years  of  age.  Heat  treated  milk  is  provided. 

Tuberculosis  Order  1938 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Order. 

Food  Hygiene 

Public  Health  Inspectors  have  made  55  visits  to  food  premises  within  the  District. 

Verbal  advice  and  discussion  with  food  handlers  are  the  principle  means  by  which  the 
Inspectors  advance  the  cause  of  food  hygiene.  Formal  inspections  of  preparation  and  storage  prem¬ 
ises  are  kept  to  a  minimum.  The  informal  approach  which  secures  the  active  co-operation  of  food 
handlers  appears  to  be  preferable  to  coercive  action  and  punitive  methods. 

Senior  Citizens  Bungalow  Scheme 

The  special  housing  scheme  introduced  by  the  Council  with  the  assistance  of  financial  help 
from  the  Lancashire  County  Council  has  now  been  operating  for  over  10  years.  During  this  period 
many  of  our  senior  citizens  have  benefited  from  the  housing  accommodation  and  facilities  offered 
to  them. 
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Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1963 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Regulations.  There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation 
plants  in  the  district. 


Schools 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  22  schools  in  the  district. 
Primary  : 

All  Saints 

Bamber  Bridge  Methodist 

Lostock  Hall  County,  Avondale  Drive 

Lostock  Hall  County,  Linden  Drive 

Manybrooks 

Severn  Drive  Infants 

Severn  Drive  Junior 

St.  Aidan,  School  Lane 

St.  Aidan,  Larch  Grove 

St.  Gerrard  (1) 

St.  Gerrard  (2) 

St.  Leonard,  Church  Brow 
St.  Leonard,  Walton  Green 
St.  Benedict,  Brown  Lane 
St.  Mary,  Duddle  Lane 
St.  Mary,  Brownedge  Lane  (1) 

St.  Mary,  Brownedge  Lane  (2) 

St.  Patrick 
St.  Saviour 

Secondary  Modern  : 

Walton-le-Dale,  Brindle  Road 
Lostock  Hall,  Todd  Lane 
St.  Mary,  Station  Road 


Air  Pollution 

No  action  has  been  taken  to  reduce  domestic  air  pollution.  No  smoke  control  areas  are  pro¬ 
posed. 

Sixteen  years  have  now  passed  since  the  Clean  Air  Act  was  placed  on  the  statute  book.  It  is 
fortunate  that  residents  have  found  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  burning  smokeless  fuels  and  are 
prepared  to  accept  the  extra  expense  incurred  in  their  use.  At  the  same  time  it  is  regrettable  that 
they  have  not  had  the  benefit  of  the  Local  Authority’s  support  in  pursuing  the  objectives  of  the  Act 
and  declaring  whole  areas  to  be  smoke  controlled. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  of  pollution  from  industrial  sources.  Where  emissions  have  been 
detected  a  direct  approach  to  the  management  has  received  a  prompt  improvement.  Such  emissions 
have  been  traced  to  mechanical  malfunctions  and  are  readily  rectified. 


Water  Supply 

Thirty  eight  samples  of  water  have  been  bacteriologically  examined  during  the  year.  Four 
samples  were  unsatisfactory. 

Preston  and  District  Water  Board  were  informed  of  the  unsatisfactory  results  of  the  samples 
which  were  from  the  Thirlmere  supply  and  resulted  from  contamination  of  the  main.  Intensive 
sampling  was  carried  out  but  all  further  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

There  was  no  danger  to  health  from  the  contamination. 
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Factories 


Following  is  a  facsimile  of  the  Report  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for  1972. 
Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act  1961. 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 

1 — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


PREMISES 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authority  . 

20 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  . . 

82 

27 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

7 

TOTAL  . . 

109 

27 

— 

— 

2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should 
be  reckoned,  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”). 


Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

REFE 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

RRED 

By  H.M . 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

_ 

. - 

- 

- 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S7) 

a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective  . . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

c )  Not  Separate  for  Sexes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences,  etc.  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  pleasure  once  again  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report  on  the  environmental 
services  administered  by  the  Health  Department  during  1972. 

The  activities  of  the  Health  Department  as  administered  at  Walton-le-Dale  are  drawing  to 
a  close  and  by  the  time  the  next  annual  report  is  presented  the  amalgamation  of  the  three  districts 
to  form  a  new  District  No.  7,  known  as  South  Ribble,  will  have  been  accomplished. 

Many  unusual  facets  of  environmental  health  have  occurred  during  the  year.  The  most 
interesting  investigation  in  relation  to  public  health  concerned  an  infection  of  dogs  with  Salmonella, 
with  a  possible  danger  of  cross  infection  especially  in  young  children.  The  now  locally  famous  case 
of  Martindale  Pet  Centre  is  worthy  of  special  detailed  mention  in  the  report. 

The  Pet  Animals  Act  was  designed  to  give  power  to  Local  Authorities  to  licence  premises 
selling  pets  such  as  dogs,  cats  and  other  household  pets.  One  such  application  was  received  from 
this  firm  and  within  two  weeks  of  licence,  over  400  puppies  were  on  sale.  Within  a  few  weeks 
reports  were  received  from  the  South  Lancashire  area  that  puppies  bought  from  this  centre  were 
infected  with  Salmonella.  The  infection  spread  and  of  400  faecal  specimens  taken  over  50%  were 
positive.  The  national  daily  papers  got  hold  of  the  story  and  caused  an  unnecessary  amount  of 
additional  work  and  explaining  to  committees,  because  the  facts  presented  were  distorted  and  the 
infection  blown  up  out  of  all  proportion  to  its  importance.  The  publicity  both  locally  and  nationally 
was  so  severe  that  the  proprietor  finally  gave  up  the  business  and  left  the  district.  Fortunately,  no 
human  cases  were  reported  connected  with  this  animal  infection. 

An  increase  in  complaints  about  dirty  milk  bottles  was  evident  and  concern  was  felt  at  the 
possibility  of  an  infection  or  illness  resulting  from  drinking  this  food.  All  complaints  centred 
around  a  large  national  dairy  who  bottle  over  12,000  crates  each  day.  Although  every  precaution 
was  taken  at  the  dairy  to  ensure  100%  fit  bottles  by  electric  eye  and  human  scanning,  the  odd 
bottle  in  every  million  filled  escapes  detection.  Tests  and  checks  taken  at  the  time  of  complaints 
did  not  reveal  any  harmful  pathogenes  in  the  milk  likely  to  cause  trouble. 

The  Government  are  pressing  Local  Authorities  to  establish  General  Improvement  Areas 
within  their  districts  in  order  to  extend  the  life  of  a  considerable  number  of  existing  houses  which 
might  otherwise  be  demolished  within  the  next  20  years,  unless  a  major  reconditioning  was  carried 
out.  Apart  from  improving  the  houses  in  an  area  it  is  envisaged  that  the  environment  shall  be 
substantially  improved  by  creating  open  spaces,  landscaping,  planting  of  trees,  shrubs  and  closing 
off  of  certain  small  streets.  This  has  been  done  with  much  success  in  other  authorities  with  the  aid 
of  Government  grants. 

Two  areas  are  under  consideration  in  the  district,  one  at  Lostock  Hall  and  the  other  at 
Higher  Walton.  The  Lostock  Hall  project  has  been  shelved  for  the  time  being  on  the  advice  of  the 
Department  of  the  Environment,  but  survey  and  preparation  of  a  report  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of 
the  year  for  that  area  in  Higher  Walton  bounded  by  Kittlingbourne,  Church  Terrace  and  the 
Manybrooks  watercourse. 

Some  progress  was  made  during  the  year  on  the  cleaning  out  and  culverting  of  the  open 
watercourses  in  the  district,  and  that  portion  of  open  watercourse  at  the  rear  of  Stockdale  Crescent 
which  has  been  the  cause  of  some  concern  by  pollution  and  rat  infestation,  was  finally  culverted 
by  the  Council. 

A  private  developer  on  land  at  Manby  Park  Estate  indicated  that  he  will  pipe  the  water¬ 
course  adjoining  building  development  and  this  should  take  care  of  the  surface  water  problem  and 
the  prevention  of  nuisances  in  the  future. 
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By  the  time  this  report  is  published,  reorganisation  of  Local  Government  will  be  well  into 
its  stride  and  the  new  Council  of  the  area  known  as  South  Ribble  District  Council  will  be  deciding 
policy  and  future  details  of  the  environmental  health  service  for  the  new  district.  This  therefore  will 
be  my  last  report  as  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  having  served  the  Council  in  this  capacity 
for  the  past  22  years. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  very  sincere  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department  for  their  excellent  help  and  co-operation  at  all  times.  The  Department  has 
worked  as  a  team  and  it  is  only  by  team  work  one  can  expect  to  run  a  service  of  this  kind  with 
any  success  and  efficiency.  If  one  or  more  members  of  a  team  do  not  pull  their  weight  then  the 
strain  and  additional  work  on  the  other  members  shows  itself  in  many  ways  and  leads  to  dis¬ 
harmony  amongst  all  the  members.  I  think  I  can  justifiably  say  that  we  have  had  no  serious 
differences  within  the  department  and  all  have  worked  well  and  conscientiously  throughout  the 
many  years  of  my  association  with  them. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  of  the  Health 
Committee,  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  support  at  all  times. 

I  remain.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  N.  CORBISHLEY. 


Notices  Served 


Formal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Formal  complied  with .  2 


Of  the  three  formal  notices  served,  two  resulted  in  information  being  laid  before  the 
magistrates  and  referred  to  action  within  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  and  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949.  Both  notices  were  complied  with  immediately  prior  to  them  being  heard 
and  were  withdrawn. 


Housing 

There  is  no  housing  shortage  in  the  district. 

The  houses  in  Club  Street  were  all  vacated  during  the  year.  Contract  for  the  demolition  had 
been  let  and  clearance  commenced.  Site  clearance  was  completed  in  1973. 

Most  of  the  houses  in  Darwen  Street  were  purchased  and  vacated  but  demolition  was  de¬ 
layed  due  to  difficulties  in  rehousing  one  family. 

Rent  Act 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Rent  Act  during  the  year. 

Movable  Dwellings 

There  are  three  caravans  in  use  in  the  area.  As  the  dwellings  are  all  used  in  conjunction  with 
an  adjacent  permanent  dwelling,  no  difficulties  have  arisen  with  their  use. 
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Drainage 

Once  again  I  must  report  the  continuing  unsatisfactory  condition  of  many  watercourses. 
Contamination  and  pollution  from  indescriminate  dumping  by  uncaring  people  is  ruining  many 
natural  watercourses  to  the  detriment  of  amenities  and  with  possible  hazard  to  health. 

Stockdale  Crescent  watercourse,  the  subject  of  many  complaints  and  reports,  was  piped 
during  the  year  at  a  cost  to  the  Council  of  approximately  £1,000. 

A  comprehensive  report  was  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Council  in  August,  upon  the 
condition  of  the  major  polluted  watercourses.  The  report  was  accepted  and  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  instructed  to  prepare  schemes  and  estimates  for  clearing  and  culverting. 

Rodent  Control 

A  number  of  surface  infestations  have  been  found  and  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
Infestations  in  sewers  was  found  to  be  minimal  after  test  baiting  had  been  carried  out. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

1.  No.  of  rodent  operatives  employed:  (a)  Full  time  .  — 

(b)  Part  time  .  1 

2.  Action  relating  to  rodent  control  during  year: — 


TYPE  OFF 

PROPERTY 

N on-agricultural 

Agricultural 

(a)  No.  of  properties  in  district,  April  1st,  1972 

10,205 

81 

(b)  Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification  . . 

246 

10 

(c)  No.  of  (b)  infested  by  —  Rats 

97 

10 

Mice 

99 

— 

(d)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than  notification 

510 

20 

(e)  No.  of  (d)  infested  by  —  Rats 

320 

16 

Mice 

103 

Air  Pollution 

Another  year  has  gone  by  with  no  progress  towards  the  establishment  of  smoke  control 
areas.  Walton-le-Dale  is  now  the  only  Local  Authority  in  this  area  which  has  no  policy  for  the 
control  of  air  pollution  from  domestic  premises. 

Emissions  from  industrial  premises  have,  with  one  exception,  been  satisfactory.  No  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  received. 


Meat  Inspection 

An  increase  in  the  export  of  beef  to  the  Continent  has  been  the  main  reason  for  the  higher 
total  of  cows  slaughtered  during  1972.  The  throughput  of  lambs  has  remained  constant,  whilst 
there  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  pigs  slaughtered. 

The  meat  trade  has  encountered  difficulties  with  the  massive  increase  in  the  price  of  live¬ 
stock,  especially  cattle,  which  over  the  year  have  increased  in  price  by  25 — 30%.  The  effect  of 
this  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  home  sales  and  a  greater  reliance  on  the  export  trade.  The  entry  of 
Britain  into  the  Common  Market  in  1973  will  mean  that  there  would  no  longer  be  tariffs  on  meat 
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being  sent  to  member  countries,  but  the  rise  in  the  price  of  livestock  has  neutralized  any  advantage 
that  may  have  been  gained  by  exporters  in  this  country. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  campaign  to  halt  the  exporting  of  live  animals  for 
slaughter  was  mounted  by  the  R.S.P.C.A.  who  have  carried  out  several  investigations  into  the 
treatment  of  these  animals  both  on  board  ship  and  on  arrival  in  the  country  of  destination.  Over¬ 
crowding  was  common,  plus  inadequate  supplies  of  food  and  water.  On  arrival  they  were  frequently 
reconsigned,  having  to  endure  further  sea  and  road  journeys  sometimes  turning  up  in  North  Africa, 
in  particular,  Tunisia.  Very  few  of  those  animals  observed  were  stunned  by  an  approved  apparatus 
prior  to  slaughter.  The  humane  treatment  of  animals  intended  for  slaughter  was  agreed  upon  by 
representatives  of  the  majority  of  European  countries  several  years  ago  and  was  called  the  ‘Balfour 
Assurances’.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the  R.S.P.C.A.  that  these  were  being 
blatantly  disregarded  by  most  of  the  Continental  countries.  The  R.S.P.C.A.  will  no  doubt  receive 
full  support  from  the  British  Public  and  Associations  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  these  animals. 

In  January  Mr.  G.  K.  Leyland,  manager  and  previous  proprietor  at  the  Church  Road 
Abattoir  was  appointed  manager  of  the  Chester  depot  of  British  Beef.  Mr.  Leyland  and  his  family 
began  business  as  meat  wholesalers  at  Church  Road  in  1954  in  a  converted  barn,  and  it  soon 
became  apparent  that  this  would  be  inadequate  both  from  a  throughput  standpoint  and  of  course 
one  of  hygiene.  It  was  decided  to  construct  an  abattoir  of  advanced  design  and  this  was  eventually 
completed  in  1965  and  was  the  subject  of  a  take-over  by  the  Vestey  Organisation  with  Mr.  Leyland 
remaining  as  manager.  We  wish  Mr.  Leyland  well  in  his  new  position  and  look  forward  to  a  similar 
amicable  association  with  his  successor,  Mr.  R.  A.  Atkins. 

An  outbreak  of  Sheep  Scab  in  Lancashire  in  December  was  the  first  for  20  years  and 
whilst  being  very  infectious  between  Sheep  is  not  considered  to  be  communicable  to  humans  as 
are  many  of  the  diseases  encountered  in  meat  inspection. 


(10)  Carcases  inspected  and  condemned  within  the  district: 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

6,063 

9,256 

8 

62,297 

20,849 

Number  inspected 

6,063 

9,256 

8 

62,297 

20,849 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci: 
Whole  Carcases  condemned 

3 

24 

1 

45 

119 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1,732 

5,074 

1 

7,467 

12,657 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

28-8 

59-3 

— 

12*1 

59-5 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned  « •  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . . 

8 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by  refrigeration 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

1 

1 

' 

24 


Poultry  Inspection 

Further  increases  in  the  number  of  poultry  processed  is  indicative  of  the  trend  to  replace 
red  meat  by  chicken  in  the  diet.  Suggestions  by  newspapers  and  television  that  there  is  quite  a  high 
incidence  of  Salmonella  in  chickens  contracted  from  imported  animal  feedstuff s  has  prompted  us  to 
carry  out  a  survey  of  those  birds  slaughtered  in  this  area,  and  regular  samples  are  being  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  results  will  not  be  available  until  mid- 1973. 

Birds  infected  with  Salmonella  are  potentially  dangerous  as  a  cause  of  food  poisoning  and 
this  is  especially  so  if  thorough  cooking  does  not  take  place,  e.g.  deep  frozen  birds  not  thawed  out 
properly  and  too  short  a  cooking  period  for  barbecued  chickens. 

Directives  from  the  E.E.C.  point  out  that  by  1976  all  poultry  processing  establishments  will 
have  full  time  inspectors  for  both  ante-mortem  and  post-mortem  inspection,  and  will  have  to 
comply  with  regulations  which  at  present  only  effect  those  premises  exporting  birds. 

(11)  Poultry  inspection — 

(i)  No.  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  district  at  end  of  1972  .  2 


(ii) 

No  of  visits  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year . 

.  104 

(iii) 

Total  No.  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  . 

.  957,062 

(iv) 

Types  of  birds  processed  —  (a) 

Turkeys . 

•  •  c  •  •  •  ^ 

(b) 

Ducks 

. }■  343,300 

(c) 

Hens  . 

•  •  •  •  •  •  j 

(d) 

Broilers  . 

. \ 

(e) 

Capons  . 

. /  613,762 

(f) 

etc.  Others  (Specify) 

(v)  No.  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  .  11,925 

(12)  Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act,  1967 — No.  of  premises  registered  under  Section  2  ...  2 


Milk  Sampling 

The  number  of  raw  milk  samples  produced  in  the  District  and  submitted  for  Laboratory 
examination,  was  reduced  to  13.  All  proved  negative  for  T.B.  and  Brucellosis.  This  is  the  second 
consecutive  year  that  all  results  have  been  negative  for  Brucellosis  and  the  20th  consecutive  year 
free  from  T.B.  In  addition  7  samples  obtained  by  L.C.C.  Public  Health  Inspectors  were  all  negative. 

Brucellosis  eradication  in  herds  in  the  area  is  gaining  momentum.  1 1  herds  are  now  regist¬ 
ered  as  accredited  and  free  from  Brucellosis  under  the  Ministry  Scheme. 

23  samples  of  heat  treated  milk  have  been  examined.  All  satisfied  the  statutory  tests. 
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Raw  Milks 


Samples  taken  from  Producers  in 
the  District 

Samples  taken  from  Producers  outside 
the  District 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Year 

No.  taken 

T.B. 

No.  taken 

T.B. 

No. 

°/ 

/o 

present 

No. 

% 

present 

1962 

13 

9 

69-2 

0 

20 

16 

800 

0 

1963 

22 

20 

90-9 

0 

41 

27 

65-9 

0 

1964 

4 

3 

750 

0 

41 

40 

97-7 

0 

1965 

24* 

23 

95-7 

0 

35 

25 

71-4 

0 

1966 

9 

3 

33*0 

0 

37 

25 

67-5 

0 

1967 

5 

5 

100  0 

0 

28 

25 

89-3 

0 

1968 

3 

3 

100  0 

0 

2 

2 

100  0 

0 

1969 

11 

10 

90*9 

0 

6 

6 

100  0 

0 

1970 

21 

21 

100  0 

0 

4 

4 

1000 

0 

1971 

11 

11 

1000 

0 

9 

5 

55-5 

0 

1972 

13 

13 

100.0 

0 

0 

0 

— 

0 

Pasteurised  Milks 


Year 

Number  Taken 

Number  Efficiently 
Heat  Treated 

% 

1962 

22 

21 

95 

1963 

33 

32 

97 

1964 

16 

16 

100 

1965 

30 

30 

100 

1966 

45 

39 

87 

1967 

23 

23 

100 

1968 

35 

35 

100 

1969 

19 

18 

95 

1970 

3 

3 

100 

1971 

18 

17 

95 

1972 

23 

23 

100 

Food  Hygiene 

During  the  year  92  premises  have  been  inspected.  This  number  includes  7  Butchers,  8 
Bakehouses,  22  Ice-cream  retailers  and  producers  and  23  licensed  premises.  The  remaining 
includes  premises  such  as  cafes,  canteens. 

In  total  120  inspections  have  been  made  within  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 

1970. 

Whilst  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  general  continues  to  improve,  it  has  been  necessary  to 
take  action  informally  on  11  occasions,  in  each  case  resulting  in  contraventions  being  rectified. 

One  problem  which  has  become  more  noticeable  in  recent  years  is  the  presence  of  dogs  in 
retail  food  shops.  Shopkeepers  have  co-operated  fully  with  the  department  and  have  displayed 
notices  on  their  premises  requesting  that  dogs  be  not  allowed  in  the  shop. 

Smoking  by  persons  handling  open  food  continues  to  be  a  problem  although  perhaps  not  as 
serious  as  in  previous  years. 
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Verminous  Premises 

It  was  necessary  to  treat  33  premises  for  vermin  of  various  types  (cockroach  9,  ants  17, 
silverfish  3,  fleas  2,  wasps  2).  Y.  Padella  which  has  plagued  the  area  for  the  past  decade  was  not 
a  problem  and  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  carry  out  treatments  as  in  the  past  few  years. 


Civic  Amenities 

Action  was  taken  against  the  owners  of  23  vehicles  which  had  been  abandoned.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  in  any  case.  All  vehicles  were  removed  from  the  site  on  which 
abandoned,  by  a  company  authorised  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Unauthorised  dumping  on  laybys  and  in  hedgerows  has  been  a  minor  annoyance.  Constant 
vigilance  is  required  with  continued  removal  from  known  areas,  in  order  to  preserve  the  amenities 
of  the  District.  Gross  problems  of  unauthorised  dumping  have  ceased  since  free  tipping  was  pro¬ 
vided,  as  prescribed  by  the  Act. 


Noise  Abatement 

Complaints  of  13  alleged  noise  nuisances  have  been  investigated.  11  have  been  satisfactorily 
dealt  with  by  negotiation,  but  two  have  proved  mechanically  difficult  to  suppress.  In  both  these 
cases  mechanical  appliances  had  been  installed  without  due  regard  to  the  creation  of  a  noise 
nuisance.  Once  installed  the  machine  manufacturer  and  the  machine  owner  have  found  difficulty 
in  solving  the  problem  they  have  created.  At  year  end  extensive  alterations  to  both  machines  were 
proposed  and  costly  structural  alterations  ordered  during  1973. 

I  consider  that  with  a  growing  public  awareness  to  noise  nuisances,  serious  consideration 
should  be  given  to  potential  nuisances  at  the  design  stage  and  not  as  a  problem  to  be  resolved 
after  installation  and  annoyance  to  residents. 


Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act 

It  is  a  statutory  duty  to  present  an  annual  report  in  the  work  carried  out  by  the  authorised 
officers  under  the  above  act.  It  has  been  by  practice  to  publish  a  separate  report  but  as  the  initial 
inspections  have  been  done  and  the  work  assimulated  into  general  P.H.  work  I  now  propose  to 
include  it  in  this  report. 

A  tabular  report  is  appended. 


Class  of  Premises 

Total 

Registered 
Premises  at 
December  1971 

Total 

Registered 
Premises  at 
December  1972 

Offices  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  «•  ••  *  # 

20 

20 

Retail  Shops  . . 

79 

79 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses 

4 

4 

Catering  Establishments 

12 

12 

Fuel  Storage  Departments. . 

— 

— 

A 
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Class  of  Premises 

Premises 
deleted  during 

1971 

Premises 
added  during 

1972 

Offices 

i-lAWV'O  ••  •  •  ••  •  •  «•  ••  •  •  ••  •• 

— 

— 

Retail  Shops . 

— 

4 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses 

— 

— 

Catering  Establishments . 

— 

— 

Fuel  Storage  Departments . 

— 

— 

28 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Cleansing  service  has  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  during  the  year  in  spite  of 
difficulties  with  increased  volume  of  refuse  to  be  collected.  It  is  now  imperative  that  a  weekly 
collection  is  maintained  throughout  the  year  to  cope  with  increase  in  packaging  materials  which 
accumulate  in  ever  increasing  quantities. 

A  25%  increase  has  been  noted  in  bulky  articles  residents  wish  to  dispose  of.  It  has  been 
necessary  to  re-arrange  the  collection  service  to  deal  with  these  difficult  items.  Labour  relations 
with  the  staff  have  been  good,  apart  from  some  minor  problems. 

The  vehicles  have  continued  to  operate  without  any  major  breakdown  thanks  to  a  very  efficient 
mechanical  service  from  the  Surveyors  Department. 

The  disposal  centre  in  Hennel  Lane  is  now  receiving  large  quantities  of  refuse  not  only  from 
residents  within  this  district  but  from  many  other  people  from  surrounding  areas  who  bring  car 
and  tractor  loads  of  refuse,  particularly  at  night  and  weekends.  The  life  of  the  tip  is  of  course 
being  considerably  reduced. 

The  following  table  shows  the  tonnage  and  materials  sold  and  the  amounts  received  for 
salvage  in  the  financial  year  to  31st  March,  1973. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£  p. 

Paper  . 

176 

5 

1,743.49 

Textiles 

5 

3 

1 

14 

91.79 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

— 

11 

— 

23 

59.39 

Cast  Iron  Scrap 

Use  of  Tip  . 

Miscellaneous . 

1 

2 

13.20 

71.10 

229.02 

TOTALS 

182 

21 

1 

37 

£2,136.92 

Year 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£  s.  d. 

1962  . 

297 

11 

3 

15 

2,865  0  0 

1963  . 

315 

19 

— 

20 

3,109  0  0 

1964  . 

323 

19 

3 

4 

3,153  0  0 

1965  . 

342 

12 

1 

15 

3,829  0  0 

1966  . 

370 

8 

— 

13 

4,283  0  0 

1967  . 

374 

10 

2 

7 

4,404  0  0 

1968  . 

368 

9 

1 

8 

4,166  0  0 

1969  . 

368 

5 

— 

1 

4,881  14  2 

1970  . 

287 

18 

— 

23 

4,177  0  0 

1971  . 

192 

19 

3 

15 

2,577  3  0 

1972  . 

182 

21 

1 

37 

2,136  18  5 

Refuse  Collection,  Disposal  and  Salvage,  1971/72 

Service  Costs: — 

Gross  Expenditure . 

Gross  Income  . 

Net  Expenditure  . 

Dustbins  emptied  per  week  . 


£53,208 

£2,577 

£50,631 

12,500 
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ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 


This  brief  Report  covers  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1972. 

1.  Highways 

1.1  Authorised  Expenditure  on  maintenance  and  minor  improvements: — 


Authorised  expenditure  over  the  last  5  years 


Road  Class 

Length 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

Class  I 

Class  II  . . 

Class  III  . . 

Unclassified 

3  •  07  miles 

2  •  22  miles 

2  •  39  miles 

34-14  milesft 

£10,080 
(£3, 280/mile) 
£7,100 
(£3, 200/mile) 
£4,730 
£1 ,980/mile) 
£42,380 
(£1 ,240/mile) 

£10,070 
(£3, 200/mile) 
£7,925 

(£3, 580/mile) 
£6,540 

(£2,740/mile) 

£33,500 

(£990/mile) 

£4,800 
(£1, 560/mile) 
£6,868 

(£3, 090/mile) 
£7,429 

(£3,1 10/mile) 
£30,670 
(£945/mile) 

£6,278 

(£2, 045/mile) 
£3,702 

(£1, 670/mile) 
£2,930 

(£  1,225/mile) 
£27,870 
(£870/mile) 

£7,363 

(£2,400/mile) 
£5,007f 
(£2,250/mile) 
-F5  qo< 

(£2.480/mile) 
£26,505 
(£880/mil  e) 

TOTALS 

41-82  miles 

£64,290 

£58,035 

£49,747 

£40,780 

£44,800 

t  Plus  widening  at  Church  Brow,  Walton-le-Dale  (including  retaining  wall) — £8,400. 
tf  Last  year’s  mileage — 33.76  miles. 

Public  Footpaths  (not  included  in  the  total) — 27.00  miles. 

1.2  Station  Road  A.6  near  Collins  Road 

The  congestion  and  danger  arising  from  delivery  vehicles  and  shoppers  parking  in  Station 
Road  at  the  traffic  lights,  and  delivery  vehicles  using  the  narrow  passage  between  nos.  1  and  3 
Collins  Road  continued  to  cause  anxiety.  Unfortunately  the  Department  of  the  Environment’s 
Road  Engineers  do  not  seem  disposed  to  consider  the  obvious  solution — the  construction  of  a  lay¬ 
by  in  front  of  the  Station  Road  shops  at  the  junction. 

1.3  Watkin  Lane — Railway  Bridges 

As  the  south  bridge  in  Watkin  Lane  had  to  be  re-built  in  connection  with  railway  electrifi¬ 
cation,  the  County  Surveyor’s  Department  took  the  opportunity  to  widen  the  bridge  and  approaches. 

A  scheme  is  understood  to  be  in  preparation  for  continuing  the  widening  up  to  and  including 
the  north  bridge. 

1.4  Club  Street 

1.4.1  Some  further  progress  was  made  towards  improving  Club  Street — the  only  acc¬ 
ess  to  two  large  industrial  concerns — by  the  acquisition  of  more  of  the  old  terrace  houses;  and  the 
approval  of  a  demolition  contract  for  all  the  houses  on  the  north  side. 

1.4.2  Planning  permission  was  given  for  industrial  development  of  land  on  the  north 

side. 


1.5  Speed  limit  proposals 

1.5.1  A.6 — Victoria  Road,  Walton-le-Dale 

The  suggestion  by  the  Ministry  of  Transport  that  the  speed  limit  on  Victoria  Road 
should  be  raised  from  30  to  40  m.p.h. — a  suggestion  vigorously  opposed  by  the  Council — was  finally 
abandoned. 
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1.5.2  Hoghton  Lane,  A.675 

After  many  years  of  effort  by  the  Council,  the  Secretary  of  State  finally  approved  the 
introduction  of  a  40  m.p.h.  limit  on  most  of  the  unrestricted  length  of  Hoghton  Lane. 

1.5.3  Cuerdale  Lane,  B.6230 

A  speed  limit  of  40  m.p.h.  was  introduced  on  the  unrestricted  length  of  Cuerdale  Lane 
within  the  Urban  District  and  extended  to  beyond  the  bend  in  the  road  at  the  U.D.  boundary. 

1.6  Public  Footpaths 

Public  footpath  creation  orders  were  made  for: — 

Glendale  Avenue  to  an  existing  public  footpath; 

Hayfield  Avenue  to  Bournes  Row. 

1.7  Brindle  Road  Level  Crossing 

The  scheme  previously  proposed  by  British  Rail,  for  converting  the  manned  crossing  to  re¬ 
mote  control,  was  amended  following  further  discussion  between  all  the  interested  bodies. 

1.8  Street  Lighting 

1.8.1  The  fuel  crisis  early  in  the  year  required  a  reduction  in  the  electricity  load.  By 
taking  895  lamps  out  of  circuit  for  the  period  of  the  emergency,  the  load  was  reduced  by  95  kw. 

1.8.2  In  association  with  NOR  WEB,  an  overhead  supply  line  was  laid  underground  in 
Bank  Head  Lane,  Hoghton,  and  street  lighting  on  the  section  considerably  improved  by  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  standard  lamps. 

2.  Traffic  Regulations 

2.1  A.6  Station  Road — waiting  restrictions 

Department  of  the  Environment  proposed  extensive  waiting  restrictions  on  the  whole  length 
of  Station  Road.  The  Council  opposed  the  suggestion  as  the  problem  arising  from  parked  vehicles 
can  be  easily  resolved  by  providing  laybys  for  callers  and  shoppers  in  the  very  wide  footpath  on 
the  west  side  of  the  road.  Such  problems  as  arise  are  caused  by  shoppers  and  not  by  all-day  park¬ 
ing.  (Laybys  provided  on  the  Trunk  Road  through  Penwortham  appear  to  have  resolved  similar 
problems  on  that  road,  though  they  appear  to  be  extensively  used  for  all-day  parking.) 

2.2  Higher  Walton 

The  County  Council  proposed  waiting  restrictions  on  various  sections  of  A.675  where  the 
road  passes  through  Higher  Walton.  Various  late  objections  from  residents  were  still  under  con¬ 
sideration  at  the  year  end. 

2.3  Side  Roads 

Waiting  restrictions  were  introduced  in: — 

Smith  Street,  Sergeant  Street  and  Mounsey  Road; 
and  discussions  were  in  progress  concerning  proposed  restrictions  in  Ashworth  Street. 

2.4  St.  Cuthbert’s  Road 

A  restricted  access  Order  was  introduced  on  the  narrow  section  of  St.  Cuthbert’s  Road 
alongside  the  Playing  Field. 

3.  Private  Streets 

Private  builders’  estate  roads  were  completed  under  Agreement  and  adopted  as  highways 
maintainable  at  public  expense: — 

Ennerdale  Drive,  Walton -le-Dale, 

Irongate,  Lostock  Hall, 

West  View,  Bamber  Bridge. 
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4.  Sewage  Disposal 

4.1  Average  daily  flow  at  the  Disposal  Works  at  2.98  m.g.d.  was  slightly  higher  than  in  1971 
when  the  average  flow  was  2.73  m.g.d. 

4.2  The  final  effluent  quality  was  expected  to  deteriorate  as  a  result  of  an  altered  effluent 
from  Ribble  Paper  Mills,  but  in  fact  this  did  not  happen  and  the  temporary  biological  treatment 
plant  expected  to  be  required  was  not  installed.  Consideration  of  additional  plant  expected  to  be 
required  in  the  future,  was  deferred  pending  further  information  on  expected  New  Town  Corpora¬ 
tion  plans — regrettably  still  not  available. 

4.3  The  additional  coil-filter  authorised  last  year  was  installed  and  brought  into  service. 

4.4  A  Junior  Assistant  appointed  at  the  Works  commenced  duties  in  October. 

4.5  The  Development  Corporation  sought  to  be  granted  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
powers.  The  Council  did  not  raise  objections. 

5.  Sewers 

5.1  Following  the  Ministry’s  default  notice,  works  required  to  prevent  sewage  entering  the 
basements  of  149  and  151  Brindle  Road  when  Brindle  Road  sewer  is  surcharged,  were  carried  out. 
Regular  inspection  has  shewn  that  the  work  is  successful 

5.2  A  small  sewage  pumping  station  to  deal  with  effluent  from  new  private  housing  at 
Irongate  was  brought  into  service  and  adopted. 

5.3  The  Development  Corporation  submitted  provisional  schemes  for  the  drainage  of  foul 
sewage  from  the  proposed  Employment  Area  at  Kellet  Lane. 

6.  Surface  Water  Drainage 

6.1  The  Development  Corporation  submitted  a  draft  scheme  for  surface  water  drainage  of 

Kellet  Lane  Employment  Area.  This  scheme  will  intercept  the  Brindle  Road  surface  water  sewer 
upstream  of  the  M.6  bridge  and  should  further  relieve  problems  referred  to  in  5.1  above  and  7.2 
(second  item)  below. 

6.2  The  Council  decided  to  pipe  the  ditch  between  Stockdale  Crescent  and  Wesley  Street 
Mill — a  ditch  which  receives  surface  water  from  part  of  M.6,  and  which  has  been  the  cause  of  past 
problems.  The  work  was  carried  out  by  contract. 

7.  Minor  Flooding 

7.1  Total  rainfall  recorded  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  was  34.2  inches — approaching 
the  long-term  average. 

Rainfall  in  1971  was  29.56  inches. 

7.2  Minor  overflowing  of  ditches  and  surface  water  drains  occurred  on  20th  November  at: 

Withy  Trees  Mill — ditch  outlet  blocked  by  debris; 

Brindle  Road  near  Pimley  Farm — surcharged  sewer; 

Gregson  Lane  near  Alma  Row — blocked  pipes; 

Rhodesway — debris  blocking  gulleys; 

Todd  Lane,  near  Lyndale  Avenue — debris  blocking  gulleys; 

Wateringpool  Lane  Bridge — ditch  outlet  blocked  by  debris; 

Brownedge  Close — ditch  blocked  by  debris. 
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8.  Council  Housing 

8.1  Work  was  begun  in  converting  some  of  the  older  terraced  houses  in  Ward  Street/King 
Street  area  into  single  bedroom  flats. 

8.2  Modernising  of  the  houses  in  the  Ward  Street/King  Street  area,  by  the  installation  oi 
bathrooms,  etc.,  by  Council  workmen  was  begun. 

8.3  Preparations  were  made  for  the  modernisation  of  pre-1939  houses  in  Collins  Road,  to 
be  carried  out  as  the  houses  became  vacant. 

9.  Private  Housing 

9.1  As  New  Town  proposals  were  still  unknown,  planning  permissions  were  not  forthcom¬ 
ing  on  areas  of  land  which  are  obvious  sites  for  housing  development,  and  therefore  house  building 
was  reduced. 

9.2  During  the  year  179  dwellings  were  completed  (249  last  year)  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
9  were  under  construction  (100  last  year). 

10.  Improvement  Grants 

10.1  Applications  were  approved  for  58  Standard  Grants  (63  in  1971)  and  29  Discretionary 
Grants  (8  in  1971). 

10.2  Applications  for  Discretionary  Grants  were  refused  in  5  cases. 

11.  Playing  Fields 

11.1  Withy  Trees — “future  public  open  space” 

There  were  further  moves  between  the  Council,  the  owners’  agents  and  advisers,  and  the 
Central  Lancashire  Development  Corporation,  but  the  Council’s  efforts  to  acquire  the  land  were  no 
more  successful  than  in  past  years. 

11.2  Gregson  Lane 

/The  toilet  block  approved  for  Gregson  Lane  Playing  Field  was  completed  and  brought  into 
use.  The  local  vandals  moved  in  within  days  of  completion  and  considerable  damage  was  done  and 
continued  to  be  done  throughout  the  year. 

11.3  King  Street,  Lostock  Hall 

The  scheme  approved  for  a  playground  between  King  Street  and  Watkin  Lane  had  to  be 
modified  when  the  road  widening  scheme  associated  with  bridge  work  (1.3  above)  was  disclosed. 
The  playground,  as  modified,  was  completed. 

1 1 .4  Duddle  Lane  “triangle” 

It  was  finally  decided  that  this  area  of  land  should  not  be  used  as  a  play  area,  and  a  scheme 
for  planting  with  shrubs,  etc.,  was  approved. 

11.5  Cockshott  Valley 

As  there  was  no  progress  with  land  acquisition,  nothing  further  was  done  towards  the  pro¬ 
posed  play  area. 
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12.  Plans  and  Planning  applications 

Building  Regulations  applications  totalled  844  and  Planning  Applications  totalled  462. 
When  some  positive  plans  emerge  from  the  Development  Corporation  it  is  expected  that 
there  will  be  an  increase  in  applications  submitted. 

13.  Staff 

13.1  E.  Knowles  was  appointed  to  one  of  the  vacant  Technician  posts  and  began  work  in 
my  Office  on  1st  June. 

13.2  John  Hart,  who  was  appointed  Assistant  Building  Inspector  in  September  1971,  left 
the  Council’s  employment  in  December.  Unfortunately,  despite  advertising  the  vacancy  twice  on 
different  salary  scales,  suitable  applicants  were  not  forthcoming. 

13.3  Some  technical  assistance  was  given  by  a  Student  who  worked  in  the  Office  for  two 
holiday  periods  of  2  months  each. 

14.  Transport 

14.1  Some  problems  were  created  by  the  re-introduction  of  Heavy  Goods  Vehicle  licences, 
but  were  overcome  with  the  aid  of  a  local  driver  training  school  who  made  arrangements  for 
short,  concentrated  courses  for  Council  drivers. 

14.2  There  were  no  changes  in  transport  or  plant  during  the  year,  other  than  the  intro¬ 
duction  in  May  of  two  pedestrian  controlled  suction  footpath  cleaning  machines. 
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